oth Battalion Royal Australian Regiment

9th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (9RAR) was raised on 13 November 1967 in
Adelaide. It was initially based at the Keswick Barracks before transferring to Woodside. The
battalion arrived in Vietnam in November 1968, relieving 3 RAR. It formed part of the 1st
Australian Task Force (1ATF) and was based at Nui Dat in Phuoc Tuy province.

9RAR joined Operation Goodwood (3 December—17 February) on 1 January, 1969. Goodwood
was a reaction to a perceived threat posed by an increase in Viet Cong (VC) activity that
suggested an offensive was being planned. The operation took place in the Bien Hoa province.
On 17 February the battalion became involved in Operation Federal (17 February-2 April), also
in Bien Hoa. It was engaged in searches and patrols following the 1969 Tet Offensive. The
battalion returned to Nui Dat for a period of rest from 9 to 24 March. It then rejoined Federal
until 2 April.

During April 1969 1ATF adopted pacification operations as its first priority. This involved
seeking out and destroying the enemy in its base areas, preventing enemy access to the civilian
population, and helping to create a secure climate for South Vietnamese social, political, and
military life. The work was demanding, dangerous, and monotonous and was the primary task
carried out by the battalion for the remainder of its tour.

9RAR was primarily engaged with pacification operations. All but three operations took place in
Phuoc Tuy. On 2 April it was deployed to the Bien Hoa—Long Khanh—Phuoc Tuy border for
Operation Overland (2-10 April). On 11 April it moved south within Bien Hoa and commenced
Operation Overlander (11-15 April). The battalion then returned to the Bien Hoa province for
Operation Jack (30 September—31 October). These operations were reconnaissance-in-force
operations, involving patrolling, land clearing, and protecting civilians.

On 25 November 9RAR was relieved by 8RAR. The battalion arrived in Australia in December
1969.

Glossary

1 Australian Task Force Vietnam; Pacification; Tet Offensive; Phuoc Tuy Province; Nui Dat



Battle Honours
e Vietnam (1968-69)
Casualties

o 35killed
e no wounded figures available

Commanding Officers

e Morrison Alan Lindsay

Decorations

« 1DSO
e« 2MC

e /MM
e 11 MID
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C Company, 9th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (9RAR) preparing to depart Nui Dat for operations. Terry
Gardiner in the foreground is holding an SLR with 30 round magazine...
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